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BY GEORGE SLAUGHTER
NEWS EDITOR

The Katy Independent School 
District is launching an app to en-
able parent feedback on books pur-
chased for district school libraries.

The app, called “Partner with 
Parents Online Book Review,” is 
set to launch at 2 p.m. Friday at the 
district website, Superintendent 
Ken Gregorski said in a letter sent 
Monday to district parents, guard-
ians and staff.

District officials will use the 
feedback to decide whether a 
particular title is suitable for school 
libraries. Books under review 
will continue to be available until 
officials decide whether to keep it. 
The district said it hopes to have a 
decision on a given book in 30 days.

The district said parents and 
guardians can be notified of any 
library book checked out by their 
student or students.

At Monday’s trustee meeting, 
one critic said she hoped parents 
would become involved in the 
process to identify and remove 
offensive books, but also wanted 
to see a timeline and metrics to ac-
complish these things. Mary Ellen 
Cuzela, a substitute teacher in the 
district, did not appear pleased by 
the introduction of the app.

“Let’s not have a slick tool that 
does nothing but help your PR,” 
Cuzela said.

Katy ISD seeks 
feedback for 
school library 
book selection

BY GEORGE SLAUGHTER
NEWS EDITOR

Katy school trustees Monday 
approved a revised renovation 
plan for Katy Elementary School, 
5726 George Bush Dr.

At the heart of the revised 
plan was a stronger focus on pre-
serving the campus’s history. The 
school opened in 1964 and was 
renovated in 1994. The red brick 
color will be consistent with the 
rest of the bricks on campus and 
more of a gable will be placed 
over the entry.

The entry lobby corridor will 
be renovated, with the school 
bell being moved so it can be 
seen both from the inside and 
outside of the school. It will 
also have a recess on one side 
featuring an image of the original 
campus, along with some of the 
school’s original furniture.

Officials presented an initial 
renovation plan to trustees last 
month, which was approved.

“We thought there were some 

City announces plans for Fussell House 
as headquarters for Parks department
BY GEORGE SLAUGHTER
NEWS EDITOR

City Administrator Byron 
Hebert celebrated his birthday 
Monday by giving a presentation 
about what will become the 
city’s new parks and recreation 
department headquarters.

The Old Fussell House, 5402 
Franz Road, will also serve as 
a parks learning center. Hebert 
unveiled a logo for the city’s 
learning center during his pre-
sentation.

The house sits on a 1.24-acre 

plot just east of the Katy Library, 
near the Katy City Park, Mary Jo 
Peckham Park, and the Katy Off-
Leash Dog Park.

Last month, the Katy City 
Council authorized the purchase 
of the home, and a tractor and 
trailer that came with it. The 
city paid $350,000 for the house, 
and $22,750 for the tractor and 
trailer with money from the city’s 
reserve fund.

Hebert said both the parks 
director and the parks and recre-
ation coordinator will have their 
offices in the building. Bedrooms 

will be converted into offices for 
those individuals.

Katy resident Sandy Fussell 
Schmidt, who grew up in the 
house with her older brother 
Dwayne, older sister Martha, and 
younger sister Belva, said the 
family believed that the structure 
was built in 1903 but the family 
did not build it. The house was 
on a 15-acre plot in the early 
1920s, she said.

Schmidt is among the third of 
four generations of Fussells who 
lived in the house. When her 
parents, Gordon and Blanche, 

decided to move, Belva bought 
the property and raised her own 
family there. Belva oversaw ex-
tensive renovations to the house, 
Schmidt said.

The photo of the building in 
Hebert’s presentation showed a 
white picket fence in front of the 
structure, but Schmitt said when 
she was growing up there, there 
was no such fence. Franz Road in 
those days was only a gravel road 
in the country. 

“Belva’s idea was that the city 

GEORGE SLAUGHTER

Members of the Fussell family were on hand Monday at City Hall to hear the city’s plans for the historic Fussell House going forward. Pictured are former Mayor Hank Schmidt, Sandy Fussell 
Schmidt, Marsha Fussell Wiesner, Roy Wiesner, and Belva Fussell. 
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 Mary Ellen Cuzela, a Katy Independent School 
District substitute teacher, speaks at Monday’s 
Board of Trustees meeting. 

Trustees approve revised Katy 
Elementary renovation plan
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An artist’s rendition of the Katy Elementary School façade.
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE

Answers will be provided in next week’s edition.

CLUES ACROSS
  1. You fry food in it
  4. Pesky insect
  8. Gets older
10. __ Dern, actress
11. Uncouth man
12. One who sulks
13. Napoleon’s king of
      Naples
15. One who swims
      underwater
16. Make amends
17. Expressions
18. Document format
21. What a beaver makes
22. Limb
23. Photograph
24. Golf score
25. Moroccan mountain
      range
26. Wrinkled dog breed:
      Shar __
27. 20th century sex
      symbol
34. Remedy for all diseases
35. Bluish greens
36. Moved swiftly
37. Type of units
38. Madames
39. Indian religious god

40. Potentially hazardous
      asteroids
41. Leak slowly through
42. An association of
      criminals
43. A way to push content
      (abbr.)

CLUES DOWN
  1. Town in central Brazil
  2. Large burrowing
      rodent
  3. Nerve cell
  4. Estimating
  5. Bakers use it
  6. Regions
  7. Small lake
  9. Environmentalist nun
10. More kookie
12. Announce officially
14. Israeli city __ Aviv
15. Title given to friar
17. Inches per minute
      (abbr.)
19. Buildings
20. Pouch
23. They steal on the high
      seas
24. It’s mightier than the
      sword

25. Going off on a tangent
26. Monetary unit
27. Young woman
28. Type of bulb
29. Type of drug (abbr.)
30. City opposite
      Dusseldorf

31. Animal disease
32. Martini necessities
33. Elude
34. La __: Buenos Aires
      capital
36. An oft-enduring
      symbol

Here’s How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each 
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will 
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

Fun By The Numbers
Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This mind-bending puzzle will have 
you hooked from the moment you square off, so sharpen your pencil 
and put your sudoku savvy to the test.

Answers will be provided in next week’s edition.

Some retirees are suffering from FOMO.
Many retirees and near-retirees have been enjoying 

watching their retirement funds grow nicely in recent years.  Markets have been
setting all time records.  While there is concern that markets can fall, many are 
experiencing the emotion of the “Fear Of Missing Out”.  Retirees will have to rely 
on those funds to provide income throughout their retirement years.  If income 
withdrawals are made when funds have lost value, chances are increased that they 
might not last.  Safe money plans provide the opportunity to grow when markets 
rise, without the risk of market losses of principal when markets fall. 

Tim Davis is a member of Syndicated Columnists, a national organization committed 
to a fully transparent approach to safe money strategies for retirement.  

daviscapitalcorp.com   tdavis@daviscapitalcorp.com  (281) 665-3133

Interested in additional information?
Register for my FREE Newsletter by calling 888-998-3463.

Meet Tim Davis, RICP®,
CLU, Safe Money Expert.
Tim is a Houston-based expert on how
to de-risk your retirement portfolio and 
avoid stock market losses.

COURTESY OF THE ARC OF KATY

Guests supported the Arc of Katy by attending the annual fund-raising gala. From left, Morgan Fleckenstine, Jordan 
Judman, Haylee Regalia, The Arc of Katy Program Coordinator Sandi Dancel, and Nikki Mercado. The Arc of Katy held 
its annual gala on December 3 at Beckendorff Farms where guests enjoyed an evening of dining and holiday-themed 
entertainment while bidding on specially curated auction items, playing in the holiday raffle or participating in the wine 
pull. The gala helped raise funds for the organization’s programs which empower and enrich the lives of individuals with 
intellectual and developmental disabilities (IDD) and their families.

ARC OF KATY FUNDRAISING GALA

BROOKSHIRE EDC HOSTS PROGRAM

SUSAN ROVEGNO

Rick Kershner (on stage, left), superintendent of Royal ISD, gave a district update to members of the Brookshire 
Economic Development Corporation at the organization’s 14th annual Business & Expansion Program at Hemi Hideout 
on December 4th.  Kershner detailed the growth forecast for the district, citing an expected 6500 homes being 
added within Royal’s boundaries and outlining the current needs for significant improvements to school facilities.  
EDC secretary and RISD board member Nathaniel Richardson (on stage, right) presented Kershner with a plaque of 
appreciation from the EDC.

A new exhibit which preserves the history of the Texas Western Narrow Gauge Railroad was unveiled December 4th at Willow 
Fork Park. The railroad opened in 1875 -- 20 years prior to MKT -- and operated a 51- mile route from Houston through the park 
to Sealy. A ceremonial spike was driven into the historically-accurate track and ties by Gregg Nady, associate vice president of 
the board for Willow Fork Drainage District, while Board President Wendy Duncan and park volunteer Neil Stillman look on. 
Katy Heritage Society President Adrienne Davitz (not pictured) said via social media that the Heritage Society was pleased to 
have assisted in this project.The park is located at Cinco Ranch Blvd. and the Grand Parkway and is overseen by Willow Fork 
Drainage District.

 SUSAN ROVEGNO

PRESERVING RAILROAD HISTORY
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Brown Eyed Girl by Roxie
A Boutique for the Free Spirited Person

• Lots of Embroidered Clothing
• Girls Clothing
• Beautiful Mexican Clothing
• Jewelry
• Great Gift Items
• Goats Milk Soaps and Lotions
• Root Candles
• Pet Accessories & Gifts
• Original Water Colors
• Talavera Pottery
• Photography Canvas Prints
• Upholstery, Draperies, 

Refinishing and Custom Shutters

30318 2nd Street • Fulshear, Texas 77441
281-468-7036
HOLIDAY STORE HOURS EFFECTIVE
SUN, 11/28 thru 12/22!
Sunday:  12:30 pm – 4 pm
Mon – Sat :  10 am – 6 pm
Closing early on 12/23!

CHRISTMAS STORE NOW OPEN!
NEW ITEMS DAILY!

@BEGDbyRoxie Browneyedgirlbyroxie

HOLIDAY 
SPECIALS!

Lots of stocking 
stuffers!

EQUAL HOUSING
LENDER

could use the property,” Schmitt said.
Schmidt said Belva oversaw the selling of most 

of the acreage to the city a few years ago, but the 
city wasn’t in a position to buy the house itself 
then. Now it has and plans are going forward.

The Fussell family will donate photos and 
selected memorabilia for display in the larg-
est room of the house. Schmitt said they were 
looking for a deer mount that once belonged to 
their father.

Mayor Bill Hastings said Hebert and city staff 
have been working on this project for the past 
couple of years. Schmidt praised Hebert for his 
efforts.

“He loved the idea, obviously,” Schmidt said. 
“It was something he really wanted to pursue, 
and were grateful for that.”

The developments come as the department 
itself has undergone some changes in 2021.

In May, Katy voters approved a $4.2 million 
bond for city park improvements, including a 
hike and bike trail system.

In July, Kevin Browne became the city’s parks 
and recreation department director. He served 
as Missouri City recreation superintendent be-
fore coming to Katy. In an interview shortly after 
taking over, Browne said the city would develop 
a parks and recreation master plan. He said the 
plan would be an assessment of the city’s pro-
grams, parks and facilities and that it would also 
serve as a guideline for the future.

In recent weeks, the parks department has 
held a series of public engagement sessions at 
the Katy Civic Center to solicit input.

Monday’s meeting was the council’s last of 
2021.

City to purchase new pumper
The council authorized a financing agree-

ment with Government Capital Corporation 
for the purchase of a fire truck, a pumper, for 
$723,379. Funding for this purchase will be part 
of the 2022-23 city budget.

Assistant Chief Chad Dismukes said the 
city would take delivery of the truck in 12-15 
months. The current pumper has served for 18 
years, he said, and would be decommissioned 
and used for training exercises.

Other actions taken
In other action Monday, the council:
• Approved a $10,000 membership dues pay-

ment to the Katy area Chamber of Commerce.
• Approved a $3,000 membership dues pay-

ment to the Greater Houston Partnership.
• Approved a $300 membership dues pay-

ment to the Texas Downtown Association.
• Approved street closures for the monthly 

market days, which run on the third Saturday of 
each month from March through November.

• Approved street closures for the 2022 Katy 
Old Fashioned Christmas Festival, set for De-
cember 3, 2022.

• Approved the Annabelle’s 5K Run/1 Mile 
Walk Benefit, set for April 2, 2022.

• Approved the seventh annual Typhoon 
Texas Kids Triathlon, set for April 23-24, 2022.

• Approved a $29,300 Convention and Tour-
ism Bureau hotel occupancy tax grant for the 
Katy Heritage Society.

• Accepted paving, sanitary sewer, storm 
sewer and water improvements for Cane Island.

• Authorized a $7,634.60 change order with 
PRV Services for the Igloo Road emergency 
repair project.

• Authorized three proposals with Costello En-
gineering and Surveying for engineering services 
for a regional detention pond expansion in Waller 
County, improvements for the 10th Street bridge 
and the Pitts Road storm water pump station.

• Authorized an amendment to the master 
development agreement between the Katy 
Development Authority, the city, and the Katy 
Boardwalk hotel.

• Authorized an application for eligibility to 
the Texas Federal Surplus Property Program.

• Authorized an interlocal cooperation 
agreement with the Fort Bend County tax office 
for collection of taxes in Fort Bend and Waller 
counties.

• Authorized two service agreements with 
Motorola Solutions to provide on-site service 
and support and to provide software updates 
and support for fire station alerting systems.

• Authorized an alarm systems agreement 
with American Fire Protection Group for the Har-
ris County Public Library at 5414 Franz Road.

• Passed an ordinance to prohibit parking 
on the 1800 block of Woodcreek Bend Lane 
from the intersection at Katy Flewellen Road to 
Poplar Creek Lane.

from page A1
FUSSELL

Concerns expressed over 
library book selections

District officials developed the app 
in response to public concerns raised 
about some books in school libraries. 
In September, a group of parents led in 
part by Katy resident and parent Sarah 
Feigleson brought two books to atten-
tion of trustees. Those books are “Lawn 
Boy,” by Jonathan Evison, and “Losing 
a Girl” by MariNaomi. Those books 
were temporarily removed from school 
library shelves.

Trustees heard excerpts from six 
other titles critics deemed offensive at 
their Nov. 15 meeting.

Concerns were also expressed in an 
open letter to trustees that was pub-
lished in various local media outlets, 
including the Katy Times. In that letter, 
Katy resident David Feigleson, Sarah 
Feigleson’s father-in-law, wrote that 
these books do not educate about the 
true meaning of human sexuality.

“Instead these books treat the body 
as an object to be exploited casually 
and deprive its true meaning,” Feigleson 
wrote.

Feigleson’s letter urged trustees to 
use their authority to “urgently and 
permanently remove these books and 
put in place a policy to not allow books” 
containing misleading harmful and 
immoral content.

In an interview before Monday’s 
meeting, Feigleson described Gre-
gorski’s letter as unsatisfactory, adding 
that he felt a staff lawyer probably wrote 
the note.

Feigleson said his issue wasn’t with 
Gregorski personally, but with trustees 
who have not reacted in a timely man-
ner despite learning about the books in 
September, and again last month.

“Students can get these books from 
other places if they want them, but it’s 
not the district’s responsibility to pro-
vide them,” Feigleson said. He said the 
district should review other titles in the 
libraries. He said mothers of students 
would help but it was the district’s 
responsibility to do the checking and 
removal as needed.

He described the two books cited as 
“very vulgar.”

Sarah Feigleson said before the 
meeting that she felt the app present-
ed a “really nice way for parents to 
complain privately about materials” in 
schools.

However, she said the letter provided 
no timeline with deliverables on what 
would happen and when.

“There’s no new policy outline in the 
email that would direct librarians in the 
creation of content for their libraries,” 
Feigleson said. “We don’t know who 
is in charge of the process. They didn’t 
name a team (to address the situation), 
and that is concerning. To a lot of par-
ents, it feels like another way to silence 
the issue.”

Feigleson said the decision to pur-
chase a particular book or books comes 
on recommendations from groups such 
as the American Library Association 

and other credible groups that suggest 
appropriate library content.

“I’ve never seen a front-end policy 
that guides our librarians on spending 
our tax dollars on this,” Sarah Feigleson 
said. “A policy exists when parents want 
to remove a book. It’s very clear, but it 
takes a lot to remove a book. It takes 
very little to get a book into a library.”

Another issue is what constitutes 
“pervasively vulgar,” Feigleson said.

“I think that’s a very soft way to de-
fine what is inside of these young adult 
novels,” Feigleson said. “It is pornogra-
phy and to call it anything else is wrong.”

District addresses concerns
In his letter, Gregorski wrote that he 

understood the concerns the issue has 
caused.

“Parents have questioned how 
certain books have been accessible 
for check-out from Katy ISD libraries,” 
Gregorski wrote. “The answer is for 
many years, Katy ISD, like many other 
school districts, has relied upon the 
recommendations of school library 
journal reviews to navigate and screen 
the thousands of book options available 
to school districts each year.”

Gregorski said in his letter that the 
district realizes that this process has 
failed. He said the district is reevaluat-
ing its process.

Gregorski wrote that the district’s 
plan, when established, will accomplish 
two goals. The first goal is to improve the 
process for reviewing all current district 
selections of young adult literature. The 
second goal is that the selection process 
ensures that materials purchased in the 
future will not be pervasively vulgar.

Gregorski’s letter reported that an in-
ternal review found a “handful” of books 
that violated the board policy and have 
been removed from school libraries.

David Feigleson said Gregorski’s 
letter said that while Katy might have 
followed the procedures used by other 
school districts, he and others weren’t 
necessarily interested in what the other 
districts do.

“We live in Katy,” Feigleson said. “Do 
your job.”

from page A1
BOOKS

great things in that design,” Ted Vierling, 
the district’s chief operating officer, 
said. “We got some feedback from the 
board and the superintendent. It gave 
us an opportunity to come back to you 
tonight.” 

At last month’s meeting, Ryan Woti-
pka, district project manager, told trust-
ees that the renovations would include a 
new roof, restroom and kitchen updates, 
along with mechanical, electrical and 
plumbing updates.

Portable buildings will be removed 
and replaced with a new two-story 
structure in the northeastern corner of 
the campus. The new structure will also 
add student capacity to the campus, and 
be used mostly by fourth and fifth-grade 
students.

Wotipka is managing the project with 
feedback from Beth Grimet, school prin-
cipal, and her staff.

Kirksey Architecture prepared the 
designs. Satterfield & Pontikes Con-
struction will do the construction 
work. Both companies are based out of 
Houston.

Construction documentation is now 
expected to be developed by the end of 
January, and a cost will be presented to 
trustees at their March 2022 meeting.

Other actions taken
In other action Monday, trustees:
• Purchased property for a future 

school facility.
• Adopted local policies included in 

Board Policy Update 118.
• Approved the November 2021 

board meeting minutes.
• Heard a report on the uses of the 

Elementary and Secondary School 
Emergency Relief Funds (ESSER II & 
ESSER III).

• Heard a report on supply chain 
situation and its impacts on the district.

• Approved an amendment to the 
Stewart Builders, Inc. contract related 
to the comprehensive renovations and 
addition to Diane Winborn Elementary 
School.

• Approved the October 2021 district 

financial reports.
• Approved the December 2021 bud-

get amendments.
• Approved stop loss insurance for 

Health Plan Year 2022.
• Approved closed campuses for 

intra-district and inter-district transfers 
for the 2022-23 school year.

• Approved the purchase of new elec-
tion equipment for Katy ISD elections 
that contains an auditable voting system 
as required by revisions to the Texas 
Election Code.

KATY ISD GRAPHIC

An artist’s rendition of the Katy Elementary School corridor. 
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“Parents have 
questioned how certain 
books have been 
accessible for check-out 
from Katy ISD libraries. 
The answer is for many 
years, Katy ISD, like 
many other school 
districts, has relied upon 
the recommendations 
of school library journal 
reviews to navigate and 
screen the thousands of 
book options available 
to school districts each 
year.”

—Ken Gregorski, Superintendent



Our time is the best gift we 
can give to our friends and 
family this Christmas.

Nobody knows how much time 
we have on Earth — nobody knows 
when our time will end.

We all have friends and loved 
ones who were claimed way too 
early.

Hopefully, you are blessed, as 
my family has been, to have loved 
ones who have lived long and 
fruitful lives.

Such family members have an 
abundance of wisdom to share — 
wisdom cultivated over time.

I particularly enjoy the pearls of 
humorous wisdom my 88-year-old 
father has shared:

“Getting old ain’t for cowards!”
“At my age, never buy green 

bananas.”
“When life serves you a lemon, 

make lemonade — but crack open 
a Pabst Blue Ribbon first.”

My mother has long been a 
source of positive energy, hope 
and inspiration. She is forever 
forging ahead, forever looking for a 
silver lining.

So many times as a child 
— and later as an adult — she 
corrected me when I got lost in the 
moodiness of my self-perceived 
failures and pushed me to keep on 
going.

Life is hard for everyone at 
times. It is not easy to maintain 
my mother’s stubbornly positive 
mindset, but she powers on, 
demanding the rest of us to do 
likewise.

Hopefully, your extended family 
is also as equally blessed as mine 
is by young family members who 
offer their own kind of innocent 
wisdom.

Children are filled with a 
natural sense of wonder, joy and 
hope. They especially love visiting 
Grandma and Grandpa — my 
Mom and Dad.

That makes perfect sense to me. 
Kids and old folks have a natural 
connection.

It's those of us in the middle of 
time — from our teens up through 
middle age — who are caught up in 
the seriousness of a worldly world.

It’s easy to fall into the trap so 
many of us are stuck in. We seek 
success, praise, financial security, 
nicer houses and more and more 
stuff.

What we don’t see is that 
while the youngest and the oldest 
members of our families spend 
their time on wonder, hope and 
laughter we are wasting too much 
of our precious time on acquiring 
worldly things.

Nobody ever said on his 
deathbed, as the old humorous 
saying goes, “I wish I’d spent more 
time at the office!”

According to Lifehack, here are 
some other common deathbed 
regrets:

• “I wish I had kept on going.”  
Refer to my mother’s guidance, 
above, on how to avoid having this 
regret.

• “I wish I told others how much 
I love them.” Add to this, “I wish I’d 
spent more time with those I love.”

• “I wish I had laughed it off.” 
This third regret is particularly 
helpful now, as so many of us are 
so angry constantly about politics 
and other matters that, in the 
end, are not deserving of the high 
importance we have granted them.

The Christmas season is upon 
us and time is the very best gift we 
can give.

Rather than material goods or 
money, why not write up a series 
of IOUTs (I owe you time) to give 
to others:

• I’ll make you your favorite 
dinner.

• I’ll help you clean your gutters 
twice a year, then join you for tea.

• I’ll go walking with you once 
every week.

Our time is priceless. This 
Christmas let’s share it like the 
fleeting treasure that it is.

Copyright 2021 Tom Purcell, 
distributed exclusively by Cagle 
Cartoons newspaper syndicate. 
Tom Purcell is an author and 
humor columnist for the Pittsburgh 
Tribune-Review. Email him at 
Tom@TomPurcell.com.
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The best Christmas gift: Time

In 2016, I started a freelance 
copywriting business in 
Cinco Ranch. Among my 

assignments was to cover the 
opening of the new Katy City 
Hall for the Covering Katy 
website.

I did, of course. Little did 
I know that this assignment 
would start me back into jour-
nalism. Nor did I realize that 
one day it would lead me to the 
Katy Times as news editor and 
senior reporter.

Returning to one’s 
professional roots

I grew up in the Spring 
Branch area of Houston. I 
began my career as a news-
paper journalist in Lufkin and 
then San Antonio. My career 
then took a 30-year detour in 
technical and corporate writ-
ing. During those years I wrote 
a book on the history of Spring 
Branch. I also wrote articles for 
the Handbook of Texas Online, 
published by the Texas State 
Historical Association.

I didn’t expect to return to 
journalism. Yet my freelance 
reporting led to more assign-
ments for Dennis Spellman at 
Covering Katy and Pat Wilson 
at the Katy News. Some of my 
work appeared in the Times 
earlier this year.

After years of engineering 
meetings, I found it refreshing 
to cover a variety of broader 
public interest topics. Public 
safety. Education. Local poli-
tics. Dealing with severe weath-
er and the fallout from that. 
Cultural attractions and events. 
Public transportation. Commu-
nity service groups and leaders. 
Local artists. New businesses 
and economic development.

And, of course, Katy-area 
high school football, among 
other sports.

Reporting on these topics en-
abled me to meet many inter-
esting people. Readers would 
recognize most of the names. 
I’ve enjoyed getting to know 
them and learning new things 
from them. Sometimes we've 
learned things alongside each 

other. And I’ve enjoyed sharing 
those things with readers.

One thing about being a 
journalist: You don't have to 
know everything. But you must 
know how to learn everything 
you must know about your 
topic on short notice.

Through these experiences, 
I saw something that many 
readers know: the Katy area has 
much going for it.

It also has its challenges. 
How Katy manages its growth 
while cherishing its small-town 
heritage might be the biggest 
one.

It will be interesting to see 
the response.

A new face joins a Katy 
institution

The Times has been around 
for over a century and is a 
Katy institution. It came along 
before the Katy residents 
incorporated the city in 1945. 
(The city was first platted in 
the 19th century.) The focus on 
community journalism runs 
strong here.

In joining the Times, I follow 
in the footsteps of two respect-
ed peers and friends. R. Hans 
Miller has returned to Wash-
ington state with his family. 
Claire Goodman continues to 
cover area news.

I look forward to working 
with publisher Susan Rovegno, 
sports editor Tyler Tyre, and 
office manager and bookkeep-
er Debbie Prejean. I also look 
forward to working with Brandi 
Chionsini and Scott Coleman, 
who own the Times’ parent 
company, Fenice Community 
Media.

Katy has a bright future. 
Here’s looking forward to shar-
ing its stories with you.

On joining
the Katy Times

Katy   Times
SUSAN ROVEGNO | Publisher
GEORGE SLAUGHTER | News 
Editor
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PHONE: 281-391-3141

TO REPORT NEWS: 
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news@katytimes.com

TO REPORT SPORTS SCORES: 
email sports@katytimes.com

ADVERTISING:
For information on advertising in 
the Katy Times, in print or online, 
contact us at 281-391-3141 or 
email katyclass@katytimes.com. 
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advertising. 
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news@katytimes.com. 
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We strive for accuracy and 
transparency in our reporting. If 
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a factual error in reporting, 
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opinion. 
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week at www.katytimes.com for 
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Glenn Geiek of 
Bellville, Texas passed 
December 1, 2021 at the 
age of 77. 

Glenn was born April 
6, 1944 in Panama City, 
Florida.  He graduated 
from Brenham High 
School and was a former 
resident of Katy.  Glenn 
was a U.S. Navy Vietnam 
veteran and attended 
Texas A&M.  Survivors 
include wife of 46 years, 
Joeline Dittlinger Geick; 
sons, Ryan (Jeanne) of 
Katy, Jason of Bellville, 
and Alan (Felicia) of 
Houston; grandchildren, 
Savannah, Scarlett, 
Trinity, Aspen and Emory; 
sister, Faye (Steve) DeSola; 
and aunt, Bert Geick.

Memorial Mass: 10:00 
a.m. preceded by rec-
itation of the Rosary on 
Monday, December 20, 
2021 at St. Mary Immacu-

late Conception Catholic 
Church, Brenham, Tx. 
Burial will follow at Im-
manuel Lutheran Church 
of Wiedeville. 

Funeral arrangements 
are entrusted to Memorial 
Oaks Chapel, 1306 West 
Main Street, Brenham, Tx. 
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Where Christian Businesses Meet

Chamber of Commerce

Networking,
Upcoming Events,

& More Info

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
EL SHADDAI ASAMBLEA DE DIOS

5610 LILAC STREET • 281-391-8339
PASTORS, PETER & ESTELA PINON

FAMILY LIFE ASSEMBLY OF GOD
24911 ROESNER ROAD • 281-392-0637

ALBERT CORTEZ, PASTOR • WWW.FLAG.CHURCH
RIVERS OF OIL CHURCH

541 PIN OAK ROAD, KATY • 832-782-7370
LEAD PASTOR: MR. HERNAN CASTANO

WWW.RIOSDEACEITE.COM • SUNDAY SERVICE 9 A.M.

BAPTIST
ALIEF BAPTIST CHURCH AT KATY

906 AVENUE A, KATY • 281-391-6894
ANTIOCH MISSIONARY  

BAPTIST CHURCH
655 DANOVER • 281-391-2263

TYRONE FREEMAN, PASTOR
BRIDGEWATER BAPTIST CHURCH

FRANZ ELEMENTARY • 2751 WESTGREEN BLVD. • 281-578-0970
MICHAEL THOMPSON, PASTOR

CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH  
MAYDE CREEK

2855 GREENHOUSE ROAD • 281-492-2689
LARRY MADDOX, PASTOR

KATY’S FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
600 PIN OAK • 281-391-1100

COLEMAN PHILLEY, SR. PASTOR
GOOD NEWS BAPTIST CHURCH  

OF HOUSTON
2502 KATY HOCKLEY CUT-OFF • 281-391-9199

VIRGIL YEHNERT, PASTOR
KINGSLAND BAPTIST CHURCH

20555 KINGSLAND BLVD. • 281-492-0785
PASTOR RYAN RUSH

PARKWAY FELLOWSHIP
27043 FM 1093 • 281-391-6673 • WWW.PARKWAYFELLOWSHIP.COM

PASTOR: MIKE MCGOWN
PARKWAY FELLOWSHIP

5819 10TH ST. • KATY, TX 77493 • 832-222-9282
REDEEMER COMMUNITY CHURCH
24201 CINCO RANCH BLVD. • 281-371-21-56

MITCH MAHER, PASTOR
RIVER BEND BAPTIST CHURCH

26700 FM 1093. • 281-346-2279 • WWW.RIVERBENDC.ORG
JOHN C. CROWE, PASTOR

SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH,  
West Campus

19449 KATY FREEWAY • 713-465-3408
DR. ED YOUNG, PASTOR

TRI-COUNTY BAPTIST
5715 PEEK ROAD • 281-371-3900

RICK SHRADER, PASTOR
TRINITY BAPTIST CHURCH

10000 SPRING GREEN BLVD. • KATY, TX 77494
281-579-6724 • TRINITY-KATY.ORG

PASTOR JOSH GUAJARDO
WESTLAND BAPTIST CHURCH

1407 GRAND PARKWAY SOUTH • 281-392-5099
ROY MEADOWS, PASTOR

WESTSIDE BAPTIST CHURCH & ACADEMY
3883 LAKES OF BRIDGEWATER DR • 281-492-3448

REV. RICHARD D. BUTTS, PASTOR

ANGLICAN
THE CATHEDRAL OF ST. MATTHIAS  

DIOCESE OF MID AMERICA
4142 DAYFLOWER • 281-463-2304

GRACE ANGLICAN COMMUNITY
24968 KATY RANCH ROAD, KATY, TEXAS 77494

281-769-5544 • WWW.GRACEANGLICANKATY.COM
RECTOR: ROBERT HENSON

CATHOLIC
EPIPHANY OF THE LORD CATHOLIC

1530 NORWALK DR. (NOTTINGHAM) • 281-578-0707
FR. TOM LAM

ST. BARTHOLOMEW CHURCH
5356 ELEVENTH ST. • 281-391-4758 
FR. CHRISTOPHER PLANT, PASTOR

ST. EDITH STEIN CATHOLIC COMMUNITY
3311 N. FRY ROAD • 281-492-7500

REV. RYSZARD KULMA, PASTOR

CHRISTIAN
CURRENT-A CHRISTIAN CHURCH
26600 WESTHEIMER PKWY • 281-395-4722

DARREN WALTER, MINISTER
FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH  

(Disciples of Christ)
22101 MORTON ROAD • 281-492-2693

REV. HEATHER TOLLESON, MINISTER

CHRISTIAN ORTHODOX
ST. PAUL ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Western Rite
1717 KATY GAP RD. • KATY, TX 77494 • 281-201-6439 

FATHER SYMEON KEES • ADMIN@STPAULKATY.COMCASTBIZ.NET

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST - KATY
5438 E. 5TH STREET • 281-391-7606

CHURCH OF CHRIST IN BRIDGEWATER
21650 CRESTBROOK COVE DR. KATY, TX 77449
CINCO RANCH CHURCH OF CHRIST

6655 S. MASON ROAD • 281-579-3100
AARON WALLING, MINISTER

FRY ROAD CHURCH OF CHRIST
2510 FRY ROAD AT FRANZ • 281-578-1897

BOB PULLIAM
WESTPARK CHURCH OF CHRIST
MEETING AT AMY CAMPBELL ELEMENTARY 
281-712-1492  WWW.WESTPARKCOC.ORG

EPISCOPAL
CHURCH OF THE HOLY APOSTLES

1225 W. GRAND PARKWAY SOUTH • 281-392-3310
ST. PAUL’S EPISCOPAL

1936 DREXEL, KATY • 281-391-2785
REV. MARK WILKINSON

LUTHERAN
CROSSPOINT COMMUNITY CHURCH

700 S. WESTGREEN • 281-398-6464
PAUL GOEKE, LEAD PASTOR

LIVING WORD EVANGELICAL-LUTHERAN
3700 SOUTH MASON ROAD  • 281-392-2300

MEMORIAL LUTHERAN MISSOURI-SYNOD
3RD ST. & AVE. D, KATY • 281-391-0171

JOHN DAVIS
VICTORY OF THE LAMB– 

WISCONSIN SYNOD
23051 CINCO RANCH BLVD. @ PEEK RD.

281-395-0544 • NATHAN BUEGE, PASTOR

METHODIST
 KATY FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
5601 FIFTH STREET • 281-391-2121 • KATYFIRST.ORG

 REV. JASON SMITH, SENIOR PASTOR
GRACE FELLOWSHIP  

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
2655 S. MASON ROAD (NEXT TO GREAT S.W. EQUESTRIAN CENTER)

281-646-1903 • JIM LEGGETT, PASTOR
HOLY COVENANT UNITED METHODIST

22111 MORTON ROAD (AT MASON) • 281-579-1200
FRED WILLIS, SENIOR PASTOR

ST. PETER’S  
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

20775 KINGSLAND BLVD. • 281-492-8031
DR. PAT SPARKS, PASTOR

MORMON
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  

LATTER DAY SAINTS 
1928 DREXEL • 281-391-0687 • 281-391-5439

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  
LATTER DAY SAINTS 

1603 Norwalk • 281-578-8934
BISHOP SCOTT BAUER

NOTTINGHAM COUNTRY WARD
281-578-8930

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  
LATTER DAY SAINTS 

9950 SOUTH MASON
281-398-7796

NAZARENE
WESTSIDE CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE

3434 FRY ROAD • 281-492-0234
REV. KENT SCHWAMBERGER, PASTOR

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
BELIEVERS’ WORLD OUTREACH CHURCH

1600 WOODS ROAD • 888-334-BWOC(2962)
TOMMY AND RACHEL BURCHFIELD, PASTOR

CHURCH OF THE KING
1507 KATY FLEWELLEN RD, KATY, TX • 281-769-4090

HTTP://WWW.COTK.ORG/
CHURCH ON THE ROCK

433 S. BARKER CYPRESS • 281-599-9777
JORGE H. CARDENAS, PASTOR

CREEKSIDE COMMUNITY CHURCH
MEETING @ WOODCREEK J.H.S • 713-705-4878

CROSSINGS COMMUNITY CHURCH
26100 CINCO RANCH BLVD. • KATY, TX 77494
WWW.CROSSINGSCOMMUNITYCHURCH.ORG
MEETS AT 10:40 AM AT KILPATRICK ELEMENTARY

THE DOOR CHRISTIAN CHURCH
1837 N. MASON RD. • 713-325-3061

THE EMPOWERMENT CENTER
20910 PARK ROW • 281-578-3535

DAVID ROBERSON, PASTOR
FAITH MANGER CHURCH

20701 KINGSLAND BLVD. @ DOMINION • 281-578-2550
DAVID L. BROWN, PASTOR
FAITH WEST CHURCH

2225 PORTER ROAD • 281-391-LIFE
GARY KERR, PASTOR

THE FELLOWSHIP
22765 WESTHEIMER PARKWAY • 281-395-3950

WWW.THEFELLOWSHIP.ORG • JERRY EDMONSON, PASTOR
FELLOWSHIP BIBLE CHURCH

 1507 KATY FLEWELLEN RD. • 281-646-1084
DON GRIFFIN, PASTOR

GREENHOUSE COMMUNITY CHURCH
2425 N. GREENHOUSE

SUN 9:30 & 11 AM • GREENHOUSECMA.ORG
HOSANNA!

17700 CLAY RD. • 281-345-1182 • JAMES P. BELL, PASTOR
IGLESIA FUENTE DE DIOS

 3506 PORTER RD. • 281-222-4404
PASTORS JORGE Y OLGA FLORIAN 

KATY BIBLE CHURCH
2500 AVENUE D • 281-391-7284 • 281-391-6855

MATT MANCINI, PASTOR
KATY COMMUNITY FELLOWSHIP

24102 KINGSLAND BOULEVARD • 281-391-0099
TIM BARKER, PASTOR

KINDRED SPIRIT CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
22025 I-10 W., RAMADA LIMITED HOTEL, RM. 306

281-855-3402 • REV. L. R. FURR, PASTOR
LIFE CHURCH

2610 GREENBUSCH • 281-395-5433
SAM RUDD, PASTOR

LIVING STONES CHURCH
MEETING AT TOMKINS HIGH SCHOOL, 4400 FALCON LANDING

346-704-1542 
NORTHWEST BELIEVERS CHURCH

5423 E FIFTH STREET • 281-829-8985
LARRY CONNER, PASTOR

POWERHOUSE CHRISTIAN CENTER
1818 KATYLAND ROAD • 281-391-0095

G. F. WATKINS, PASTOR
REDEEMED CHRISTIAN

CHURCH OF GOD/THE KING’S PALACE
5371 E 5TH ST, KATY, TX • 281-391-7224
HTTPS://RCCGTHEKINGSPALACE.ORG/

PENTECOSTAL
HERITAGE FAMILY CHURCH

2120 KATY HOCKLEY CUTOFF • 281-391-1010
MICHAEL FILLMER, PASTOR 

WWW.HERITAGEFAMILYKATY.ORG
SUNDAY SCHOOL @ 11 AM • SUNDAY SERVICE @ 12 PM
TUESDAY PRAYER @ 6 PM • THURSDAY BIBLE @ 7:30 PM

THE PENTECOSTALS OF KATY
1941 WESTBOROUGH • 281-829-1175

ROB MCKEE, PASTOR
TRINITY FAITH CHURCH
10TH & AVE. D • 281-391-3310

HAL HALTOM, PASTOR

PRESBYTERIAN
CHRIST CHURCH PCA

10818 GASTON ROAD 
281-392-0002

REV. FRED GRECO, SENIOR PASTOR
CORNERSTONE EVANGELICAL-PRESBYTERIAN

1351 S. MASON RD. • 281-579-1080
REV. CARTER SANGER, PASTOR

GRAND LAKES PRESBYTERIAN
6035 S. FRY RD.

REV. DEAN POGUE, PASTOR
281-646-7500

NEW HOPE PRESBYTERIAN
1350 N. MASON ROAD • 281-492-8520

REV. BRIAN LONG
YE DARM PRESBYTERIAN
19946 SAUMS RD • 713-461-0709

YDPCH.ORG

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH

1913 EAST AVENUE • 281-398-1301
PASTOR RICHARD DEVOST

The Katy Times
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When the cares
of my heart
are many,

your consolations
cheer my soul.

Psalms 94:19

Serving Katy and West Houston since 1945
(281) 391-2424

1508 East Avenue  •  Katy, Texas 77493
Mailing Address: 1415 East Avenue, Suite B  •  Katy, Texas 77493

FUNERAL HOME

Hardware StoreYour Hometown 

Katy Hardware
Kay & Mickey Powers, Owners
559 Pin Oak Rd.
Katy, TX 77494

281-391-3437 • Fax 281-391-6922
www.katyhardware.com

Kari Cleavinger, D.V.M. • Lori Smith, D.V.M.
Hillary Barra, D.V.M. • Catherine Berry, DVM

Jessica Machala, DVM

Katy Veterinary Clinic
Serving the Greater Katy Area Since 1964

What every
 pet deserves. 27227 Hwy. Blvd., Katy

281-391-3169 • www.katyvetclinic.comOpen M-F 7-6 • Sat 8-12

281-492-6064
21715 Kingsland Blvd. Ste. 105

Katy Tx, 77450
katyteeth.com

M-Th 7am-7pm
Fri. 7am-3pm

Sat. 8am-2pm

281-392-9334

TRUE FIX A/C &
Heating

www.truefix.com
Living in KATY, Working in 

KATY & KATY Proud

Lic #TACLB004843E

“We’re in Your Neighborhood and
We’ll Be Here When You Need Us”

Quality Service for over 42 Years

Your Ad Here!
Call Debbie for more information

281-391-3141

IN YOUR FAMILY’S 
TIME OF NEED...

3923 Fifth Street
Brookshire, TX 77423

281- CLAY-WAY 
(281.252.9929)

ClaysMortuary.com

Servicing all your roofing needs 
Your neighborhood roofer 

713.907.0141                OnPointRoofingTX.com

COMMUNITY & FAITH
TRIBUTES

David Clayton “Red” 
Garner, 84, passed away 
peacefully at Harbor House 
in Lake Charles, Louisiana. 
“Red” as he was affection-
ately called, was born on 
May 20, 1937, in Tuscaloosa, 
Alabama to John Henry Gar-
ner and Mattie Mae (Hayes) 
Garner. Red spent his 
childhood in Brookwood, 
Alabama in a small house 
near little hurricane creek 
with his parents and seven 
brothers and five sisters. 
Red attended Brookwood 
Schools until 10th grade. 
At 15, he falsified his age 
and enlisted in the National 
Guard and served 5 years. 
He loved his time serving 
in the National Guard and 
always shared stories with 
his family and friends. Red 
also helped out with the 
local wrecker service where 
he fell in love with working 
on cars. As a young man, 
Red made the move with his 
two brothers to Texas.

In his lifetime, he 
co-owned Tietze (A & B 
Motors-15 years) in Houston 
until he got an opportunity 
in 1975 to move his family to 
Katy, Texas to work at Miller 
Motor Company, 9 years, 
where he was a top winning 
Service Manager in the 
Only the Best Club various 
times. Red also worked for 
A.J. Foyt Chevrolet/TexStar 
Chevrolet-6 years, Courtesy 
Chevrolet-1 year; Helfman 
Ford- 4 years and ended 
his dealership career at 
Southwest Pontiac GMC 
(2 years). While working at 
these establishments, he 
conducted various automo-
tive schools and presented 
at the MENSA Convention in 
Dallas. He also spearheaded 
the automotive program for 
students attending San Ja-
cinto College which is what 
brought him to his final job 
placement: Stafford Munic-

ipal School District. While 
at Stafford High School, he 
started the Automotive Pro-
gram from the ground up. 
For 20 years, Red taught his 
students the importance of 
being a good steward for the 
Automotive Industry. Red 
loved his students and loved 
teaching. He would still be 
teaching today if it weren’t 
for the cancer diagnosis.

Red met the love of his 
life on September 14, 1956. 
Shortly thereafter, they 
began their long, loving life 
together and were mar-
ried at St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Church in Houston, Texas 
on April 26, 1957. Together, 
they enjoyed a wonder-
ful marriage of 65 years. 
Together, they raised two 
amazing children: David 
Wayne Garner & Wendy Gail 
Garner Hankins.

Red was very talented 
and had an art for designing 
Modified and Super modi-
fied race cars. Along with his 
family, he built and raced 
these cars at Meyer, Jackson, 
Mobile, Pensacola, Baton 
Rouge, Corpus and several 
other tracks in Florida from 
1961-1977. According to 
David: “Dad was a master at 
finding speed from a bone 
yard as he built almost every 

part that went on these cars.”
Throughout his life, Red 

truly enjoyed working with 
the youth. He was the head 
coach for all of David’s 
football/baseball teams-Lit-
tle League all the way up to 
coaching the State Champi-
onship Thoroughbred base-
ball Team. He also enjoyed 
coaching KWF football and 
won the Championship title 
twice. He coached Wendy 
in softball and golf and truly 
enjoyed watching her show 
animals and dance at Katy 
Tigers, Southwest Texas 
State and the University of 
Houston football games. His 
family meant more to him 
than anything else in the 
world and he was unending-
ly proud of his two children.

He was not only a mem-
ber of the Katy Go Texan, 
but also a Houston Livestock 
Show and Rodeo bar-b-q 
member for 39 years. He 
was honored to receive the 
Honorary Chapter Farmer 
degree from the Katy FFA 
as well as his high school 
diploma from Milby High 
School. He was an active 
member of St. Paul’s Epis-
copal Church and loved his 
church family.

Red was a dedicated 
husband and father first and 
foremost. His favorite time 
of the year were the holi-
days-he loved to decorate! 
He also loved singing his 
favorite country songs and 
Elvis, watching Westerns; 
especially John Wayne, 
dancing at the Knights of 
Columbus and Elks dances, 
gardening, bar-b-qing and 
going gambling at Casinos. 
Red had a zest for life and 
never met a stranger. You 
could always hear him whis-
tling from a mile away. He 
never lost his childlike spirit 
and love for life. Anyone 
who knew Red knew that he 
was the most loving father 

a family could ask for and 
the friend you could always 
count on.

Red is preceded in death 
by his wife, Phyllis Garner; 
his parents, John Henry Gar-
ner and Mattie Mae (Hayes) 
Garner; his brothers, John, 
Cotton, Buddy and Donnie; 
and by his sisters: Ila Mae, 
Johnnie Fae, and Betty Ruth.

Red is survived by his 
son, David Wayne Garner 
and Sharon of Lake Charles, 
Louisiana; daughter, Wendy 
Gail Garner Hankins and 
husband Kurt of Sweeny, 
Texas.; he was the best Pop 
Pop to Kendy Hope Hankins 
and Cindy Garner Fullerton 
and two great grandchil-
dren; his brothers, Gene and 
wife Barbara, Billy Wayne 
and wife Amy and Roy Lee 
and wife Pam; sisters, Sarah 
and husband, Dean and 
Peggy Jo and husband Da-
vid; as well as various nieces 
and nephews. 

Family and friends at-
tended Red’s visitation from 
5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.  on 
Monday, December 13, 2021 
at Schmidt Funeral Home 
Grand Parkway Chapel, in 
Katy.  Red’s funeral was held 
at 10:00 a.m. on Tuesday, 
December 14, 2021 at St. 
Paul’s Episcopal Church, 
5373 Franz Road, in Katy, 
where a reception followed 
at 11:00 a.m.  in the parish 
hall. After the reception, 
the family traveled to South 
Park Cemetery, in Pearland, 
where a graveside service 
was held at 2:00 p.m. on 
Tuesday.

Pallbearers were Johnny 
Gaidosek, David Garner, Kurt 
Hankins, Michael Pilcik, Don 
Stodder and Kurt Snell.

Funeral services held 
under the direction of

Schmidt Funeral Home
1344 W. Grand Parkway 

South  ~  Katy, Texas  77494  
~  (281) 391-2424

DAVID CLAYTON "RED" 
GARNER

1937-2021

GLENN GEIEK
1944-2021

Find out what all your friends 
are talking about - follow us on 
Facebook for easy access to 

The Katy Times!

facebook.com/thekatytimes

YOUR NEWS.

YOUR WAY.
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will be closed Friday, December 24 so that our
employees may spend time with their families.

Deadline for December 30 publication is December 23, Noon
Deadline for January 6 publication is December 30, Noon

Register online to
Participate or be

a Sponsor. Create a
team of friends

or a corporate team
with coworkers.

www.joejoebear.org
/event

EDUCATION

Decker elected  
to hall of honor

Debbie Decker, the Katy Inde-
pendent School District executive 
director of athletics, is one of 
four inductees to the Texas High 
School Athletic Directors Associ-
ation (THSADA) Hall of Honor.

The recognition will take place 
at the PBK Sports THSADA Hall 
of Honor Ceremony on Sunday, 
June 12 at the Kalahari Resort 
and Convention Center in Round 
Rock.

Decker served as THSADA 
president from 2017-18. In this 
role, she oversaw the day-to-
day business of the association, 
which included leading commit-
tees and its members, serving 
in special events, expanding on 
professional development and 
leadership training opportuni-
ties, among other tasks.

THSADA exists to promote, 
facilitate and recognize athletic 
administrators who have dedicat-
ed countless hours in their pro-
fession to ensure opportunities 
for students, coaches and other 
athletic personnel.

“This is a tremendous honor 
and one that I attribute to the 
many athletes, coaches and 
administrators with whom I have 
worked with throughout my 
career,” Decker said. “THSADA is 
an outstanding organization and 
serves a vital role in its support 
of athletics throughout the state 
of Texas. I am fortunate to be a 
part of this association and am 
humbled and appreciative of this 
great honor.”

Committee recommends 
namesake for newest 

elementary school
The district’s naming advisory 

committee for Elementary #44 
recommended that the school be 
named Steve and Elaine Robert-
son Elementary.

The committee said the Rob-
ertsons have dedicated 64 years, 
combined, to public education.

Steve Robertson began his 
career in 1985 as an elementary 
teacher in the Spring Branch 
Independent School District. He 
later served in the Conroe Inde-
pendent School District, and then 
in Katy. He served as an elemen-
tary, junior high and high school 
principal and later as assistant 
superintendent for secondary 
school leadership and support.

Robertson was cited for lead-
ing school improvement efforts 
and increased student perfor-
mance. He was also cited for pro-
viding support and mentorship to 
staff and campus leadership.

Elaine Robertson began her 
career in 1987 as a deaf education 
elementary teacher with West 
10 Cooperative. She focused on 
her family for a few years but 
returned to education in 1997 as 
a parent-infant advisor for Katy 
ISD.

In 2002, Robertson assumed 
the leadership role of instructional 
officer for deaf education, vision 
and assistive technology. In this 
role, she wrote grants to fund in-
novative instruction and provided 
engaging and inspiring staff devel-
opment sessions. She also served 

on inclusion teams and site-based 
management teams.

Robertson organized ex-
tra-curricular programs to 
bridge academic and social gaps 
between the deaf and hard of 
hearing and other students. She 
was a leader in establishing the 
district’s audiological center.

Both Robertsons in 2020 
retired from the district.

A public forum to provide 
input on the proposed name is 
set for 6-7 p.m. Jan. 5, 2022, at 
the Katy ISD Education Support 
Complex Board Room, 6301 S. 
Stadium Lane.

Trustees are expected to take 
action on naming the school at 
their Jan. 24 meeting.

Elementary #44 will be located 
at 7400 Innovation Drive in the 
Cane Island subdivision. This 
elementary school will provide 
enrollment relief to Bryant Ele-
mentary.

Katy ISD memorializes 
teacher achievements
The district last week contin-

ued its tradition of celebrating its 
campus teachers of the year at 
Katy Heritage Park by etching the 
names of 143 teachers into bricks 
that pave the site.

“We honor the achievements 
of these outstanding educators 
who have made significant 
contributions to our schools, 
students and families as they 
navigated COVID-19, the deep 
freeze and other challenges these 
past two years,” Superintendent 
Ken Gregorski said. “These teach-
ers have shown phenomenal 
fortitude, perseverance, creativ-
ity, adaptability and leadership 
as well a sense of strength and 
stability in these tumultuous 
times.”

Venus Construction, Modern 
Pest Control and the Katy Heri-
tage Society sponsored the occa-
sion and provided the space for 
the bricklaying. The Cinco Ranch 
High School Bravo Show Choir 
also performed at the ceremony.

This year’s event recognized 
both the 2019-20 and 2020-21 
Katy ISD Campus Teachers of the 
Year. COVID-19 compelled the 
delay of the 2019-20 event.

Trustees approve 2023-24 
instructional calendar
Trustees approved the 

2023-24 instructional calendar 
Monday. The calendar includes 

the following highlights:
• Wednesday, August 16, 2023: 

First day of school
• Friday, May 17, 2024: Last 

day of school for seniors
• Thursday, May 23, 2024: Last 

day of school
“Every fall Katy ISD seeks 

community feedback for the 
development of future instruc-
tional calendars,” Sherri Ashorn, 
discipline and SHARS adminis-
trator, said. “Through a commu-
nity survey sent out in November, 
participants provided input 
indicating this calendar as the 
favorable option.”

The district has the flexibility 
to obtain exemptions from cer-
tain provisions in the Texas Ed-
ucation Code that allow changes 
to the instructional calendar. The 
district has this flexibility under 
state law thanks to its designation 
as a District of Innovation.

The approved calendar also 
provides teachers two profession-
al development days in August 
2023 as well as five additional 
days of professional learning 
throughout the school year. In-
dependence Day, Labor Day, Co-
lumbus Day, Martin Luther King 
Day, Good Friday and Memorial 
Day are district holidays.

The district will continue pro-
viding a full week off for Thanks-
giving, two weeks for Christmas 
and New Year’s, as well as one 
week off for Spring Break.

— Contributed Report

KISD NEWS BRIEFS

KATY ISD

Debbie Decker, Katy ISD athletic director, 
has been elected to the Texas High School 
Directors Association Hall of Honor.

 Steve & Elaine 
Robertson, former 
educators and 
district leaders, are 
the namesakes for 
the newest Katy ISD 
elementary school.

KATY ISD

Superintendent Ken Gregorski, far left, and school 
board President Greg Schulte, far right, pose with Katy 
campus teachers of the year.

KATY ISD
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David Mills showed promise 
Sunday. 

But any promise the rookie showed 
was undone by continued second 
half struggles by the Houston Texans, 
as the team once again fell apart the 
further the game went along.

“He took care of the ball, that’s 
his most important job and what he’s 
supposed to do,” Culley said. “Unfor-
tunately, we weren’t able to get the 
ball in the endzone in the second half 
and that’s what we have to do better. 
That’s not just (Mills) that’s our entire 
offense has to be able to do that and 

we haven’t been able to consistently.”
The Texans only trailed by three 

at halftime but failed to score a point 
in the second half on the way to their 
fourth straight loss, 33-13 to the Seat-
tle Seahawks. 

Mills was solid in his first start 
since Tyrod Taylor came back healthy, 
throwing for 331 yards and a touch-
down but the Texans defense faltered 
and the team once again could not 
form any semblance of a run game, 
only rushing for 63 total yards. 

“We just didn’t execute the way we 
needed to in the run game,” Culley 
said. “I just have to go back to the 
video to see exactly what happened 
and why things didn’t happen. Usu-

ally when things like that happen, we 
don’t have everyone on the same page 
and we aren’t doing exactly what we 
need to do.”

The Texans took the opening drive 
of the game 75 yards on seven plays 
and scoring a touchdown on a five-
yard pass to Brevin Jordan.

The Texans' defense started the 
game strong as well, the Seahawks 
went on a 9-play, 56-yard drive to start 
but Houston held Seattle to a 38-yard 
field goal. 

But from there, things slowly went 
awry for Houston. The Texans picked 
up one first down on their second 

Seattle Seahawks 
defensive end Darrell 
Taylor (52) sacks 
Houston Texans 
quarterback Davis 
Mills (10) during the 
second half of an NFL 
game between the 
Seahawks and the 
Texans on December 
12, 2021 in Houston, 
Texas.

SCOTT W. COLEMAN

Mills' solid day can't save Texans from Seattle blowout

See TEXANS, page B3

Katy’s season ends with 
semifinal loss to Westlake
BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

Katy knew it would face its toughest 
game of the season when it played Austin 
Westlake.

The Tigers had fought through adver-
sity all year, battling through injuries and 
finding ways to win to reach the Class 
6A-Division II state semifinal. 

The Tigers' fight brought them this far, 
but it wasn’t enough against the No. 1 
ranked team in Texas. 

Westlake imposed its will and used a 
strong first half to down Katy and end the 
Tigers' season, as the Tigers lost 45-14, the 
worst loss in Katy’s playoff history.

“When you play football, sometimes 
you are going to lose,” said Katy head 
coach Gary Joseph. “The kids will be ok 
and we’ll get back to work. We’ll have to 
bounce back next year but it doesn’t take 
away from what the kids did this year.”

Things went awry for Katy early, on the 
first possession of the game, the Tigers 
faced a fourth and one and decided to 

punt. Westlake responded by going on a 
5-play, 76-yard drive and scoring on a 48-
yard touchdown run to take the lead. 

Katy picked up two first downs on their 
second drive but fumbled and Westlake 
recovered and quickly made it a two score 
game with a 37-yard touchdown pass 
from Cade Klubinik to Pierce Turner. 

Klubinik, a Clemson commit, contin-
ued to punish Katy in the second quarter, 
and after a Westlake field goal, he threw 

Paetow sews 
up first state 
title berth in 
school history
BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

SAN ANTONIO — Paetow has been on a 
mission this entire season.

The Panthers knew they were good 
enough to win a state title and have been 
pushing all year to make it to that point.

The chance to make it to that state title 
game finally came Friday and the Panthers 
were committed to making the most of their 
opportunity.

“I just knew going into tonight, that if we 
played our brand of football that nobody 
can stop us,” said senior quarterback CJ 
Dumas. “We just had to trust the process, 
because no team can hang with us when we 
are playing on all cylinders. I was just super 
confident in our offense and our defense.”

Dumas was right, as Paetow steamroll-
ed Flour Bluff, winning 73-14 to clinch its 
first berth to a state championship game in 
school history.

But it wasn’t a surprise to the Panthers — 
they were all business coming off the field 
and already looking ahead to next week.

“We’ve got a goal, and that’s to win a 
state championship,” said Paetow head 
coach BJ Gotte. “Our kids have talked about 
that since early on. We are focused on win-
ning a state championship, not just going to 
a state championship.”

Paetow was led by Dumas, who may have 
had his best night of the season in the win. 

The senior completed 10 of 12 passes for 
216 yards and three touchdowns; he was 
dominant in the first half throwing for 205 of 
his yards. 

Two of those touchdowns came to Kole 
Wilson, who finished with five catches for 
14 yards and two touchdowns while also 
returning a punt 57 yards for another touch-
down. 

“I never know when I’ll get the ball or 
what read we’ll get on offense, so whenever 
I get the ball, I just try to make the best of 
my opportunity,” Wilson said. “We were just 
able to take advantage of some stuff and I 
got open.”

Paetow’s offense hung 52 points on Flour 
Bluff in the first half, but Paetow’s defense 
was just as impactful, holding Flour Bluff to 
seven points and 77 yards of offense in the 
opening half. 

“Everyone on this defense really has a 
passion for the game,” said senior safety 
Kentrell Webb, who had a sack and an in-
terception in the win. “Everyone has bought 
into the scheme that our coaches have put 
into place for us and it really all started in 
the offseason and even before that. There’s 
a lot of seniors on this defense so we knew 
for some guys this is the last time they’ll be 

See PAETOW, page B5

See KATY, page B2

FOOTBALL

SCORES & SCHEDULES week of dec. 17
BASKETBALL

Scores
•  Paetow 73, Flour Bluff 14
•  Austin Westlake 45, Katy 14

Friday
•  Paetow vs. College Station, 
   7 p.m., AT&T Stadium, Arlington

Boys Basketball
Friday
Non-District
•  Cinco Ranch vs. Klein Cain, 7 p.m.
•  Jordan vs. Magnolia, 7:30 p.m.
•  Katy vs. Klein Forest, 5:30 p.m.
•  Mayde Creek at Clear Brook, 7 p.m.

•  Morton Ranch at Bellaire, 7 p.m.
•  Paetow vs. Magnolia West, 
    6:30 p.m.
•  Seven Lakes vs. Klein Collins, 7 p.m.
•  Tompkins vs. Strake Jesuit, 7 p.m.

Girls Basketball
•  Cinco Ranch vs. Mayde Creek, 
    7 p.m.
•  Jordan at Magnolia, 6:30 p.m.
•  Katy vs. Tompkins, 7 p.m.
•  Morton Ranch vs. Elsik, 6 p.m.
•  Taylor vs. Seven Lakes, 7 p.m.

Katy Tigers wide receiver Nic Anderson (4) brings in a 
touchdown pass during the Class 6A Division II state 
semifinal game between Katy and Westlake on December 
11, 2021 in Waco, Texas.

SCOTT W. COLEMAN
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touchdown passes of 20 and 18 yards to increase 
the Westlake lead. Katy finally got into the red-
zone late in the first half but was unable to come 
away with points as Westlake held on to a 31-0 at 
halftime.

“It was them as much as it was us,” Joseph 
said. “We tried to take away the short game, we 
didn’t want to just let them pick us apart, but 
they did a good job. You have to give them cred-
it, they were the better team today.”

Katy tried had a number of fourth and shorts 
in the first half that the team decided to not go 
for them. With things becoming more urgent in 
the second half, the Tigers went for a fourth and 
one early in the third quarter but failed to score.

“First half, we had a fourth and one on the 
first drive, then we had a fourth and two and a 
fourth and three in the half too,” Joseph said. 
“We got another fourth and one and decided to 
go for it and didn’t make it. We didn’t do what 
we had to do but we have to be able to get them 
off the field at the same time. They made plays.”

Klubinik continued to dominate in the sec-
ond half, throwing a 6-yard touchdown pass to 
Greathouse before Katy finally responded and 
got on the board with a 55-yard touchdown from 
Caleb Koger to Nic Anderson. 

But Westlake quickly put away any chance 
to a comeback as Klubinik led the team down 
the field and threw a 2-yard touchdown pass to 
Keaton Kubeka. 

Katy got another touchown in the fourth 
quarter on a 31-yard touchdown pass to Ander-
son from Koger, but it was too late for the team 
to come back from such a deficit and Westlake 
ran the clock out for the last half of the quarter.

Injuries finally caught up to Katy as the Tigers 
had to play much of the game without junior 
running back Seth Davis. 

Joseph is proud of what the team accom-
plished this year and the adversity the team and 
the seniors fought through.

“It’s all about teaching kids to grow up and 
teaching them to have that fight and have cour-
age in themselves,” Joseph said. “I’m proud of 
them and what they did this year, I’m going to go 
in there and congratulate them, hug them and 
thank them.”

Austin Westlake 45, Katy 14
 Westlake 14 17 14 0    --  45 
Katy 0 0 7  7  --  14

First quarter
Westlake: Jack Kayser 48 run (Mark Sayegh 

kick) 8:15
Westlake: Cade Klubinik: 37 pass to Pierce 

Turner (Sayegh kick) 3:40
Second quarter
Westlake: Mark Sayegh 24 field goal, 9:50
Westlake: Klubinik 20 pass to Jaden Great-

house (Sayegh kick)
Westlake: Klubinik 18 pass to Keaton Kubec-

ka (Sayegh kick) 2:40
Third quarter
Westlake: Klubinik 6 pass to Jaden Great-

house (Sayegh kick) 9:27
Katy: Caleb Koger 55 pass to Nic Anderson 

(Axel Robertson kick) 5:08
Westlake: Klubinik 2 pass to Kubecka
Fourth quarter
Katy: Koger 31 pass to Nic Anderson (Robert-

son kick) 4:49

Team stats
 Westlake Katy
First downs 21 14
Yards rushing 26-125 41-93
Yards passing 297 206
Passes 19-26-5-0 10-14-2-0
Punts 1-28 4-33
Fumbles-lost 0-0 1-1
Penalty-yards 7-65 7-65

 
Individual Statistics

Rushing – Katy: Dallas Glass, 20-64; Seth 
Davis, 11-32; Isaiah Smith, 4-14; Nic Anderson, 
1-2; Caleb Koger, 5-(-19); Westlake: Jack Kayser, 
21-134; Bryce Chambers, 1-10; Cade Klubinik, 
4-(-19)

Passing – Katy: Caleb Koger, 10-14-206-2-0; 
Westlake: Cade Klubinik, 19-26-297-5-0

Receiving – Katy: Nic Anderson, 5-151-2; 
Antonio Silva, 2-26; JR Ceyanes, 2-26; Seth Davis, 
1-3; Westlake: Pierce Turner, 5-102-1; Jaden 
Greathouse, 6-84-2; Keaton Kubecka, 5-81-2; 
Bryce Chambers, 2-22; Jack Kayser, 1-8

from page B1
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Seth Davis was named the District 
19-6A MVP, Katy ISD announced 
Tuesday.

The Katy running back ended the 
season with 2,454 rushing yards and 
28 rushing touchdowns during a mon-
strous junior year where he helped 
lead the Tigers to the Class 6A-Divi-
sion II state semifinals. 

Davis averaged over 10 yards per 
carry and 170 yards on the ground per 
game as Katy went undefeated in dis-
trict to reclaim the district crown after 
Tompkins had won it last season.

Gavin Rutherford was named 
offensive player of the year in the dis-
trict after a breakout campaign.

The junior quarterback threw for 
2,752 yards and 29 touchdowns to just 
five interceptions in 13 games.

He led Cinco Ranch by averaging 
over 211 yards per game and com-
pleted over 63% of his passes on the 
year; he finished the season with a 120 
quarterback rating. Rutherford did it 
with his legs as well, rushing for 401 
yards and 11 touchdowns on the year.

Katy’s Ty Kana was named de-
fensive player of the year. The senior 
linebacker helped lead the Tigers to 
the state semifinal game. 

Keegan Sneedan was named the 
special teams player of the year for the 
district. The Seven Lake kicker had a 
strong senior season, making nine of 
14 field goals on the year with a long 
of 46 yards. He also made 27 of his 29 
extra points and ended the year with 
54 points.

Tompkins’ “do it all” sophomore, 
Wyatt Young, was named the district’s 
newcomer of the year. Young caught 
40 passes for 670 yards and six touch-
downs and also rushed for 539 yards 
and 14 touchdowns as Tompkins ad-
vanced to the third round in the Class 
6A-Division I playoffs. Young finished 
the season with 1,209 all-purpose 
yards and averaged 93 yards per game.

Cinco Ranch’s Chris Dudley was 
named the coach of the year in the 
district after leading the Cougars to 
the Class 6A-Division II Regional 
Semifinals after winning just one 
game in the previous two seasons.

Following is the full District 19-6A 
team.

Katy's Davis named 19-6A MVP
DISTRICT MOST VALUABLE PLAYER
 23 Seth Davis 5'9 170 JR Katy

OFFENSIVE PLAYER OF THE YEAR
 12 Gavin 6'1" 195 JR CRHS
  Rutherford

DEFENSIVE PLAYER OF THE YEAR
 42 Ty Kana 6'2 210 SR Katy

SPECIAL TEAMS PLAYER OF THE YEAR
 23 Keegan 6'3" 190 SR SLHS
  Sneedon

NEWCOMER OF THE YEAR
 10 Wyatt Young 6'1 180 SO OTHS

COACH OF THE YEAR 
 Chris Dudley    CRHS

2021 DISTRICT 19-6A 
ALL DISTRICT TEAM

OFFENSIVE LINEMEN(Vote 10-1)
Team # Name Ht. Wt. Class School
1 65 Ethan Vasquez 6'1 265 SR OTHS
1 72 Nolan Hay 6' 5 270 SR Taylor
1 69 Terrence Ochai 6'2 310 SR Katy
1 74 Zachary 6'4 305 JR MRHS
  Session
1 58 Jacob Egg 6'1 270 JR Katy
2 77 Isaiah Ybarra 6'2 250 JR Katy
2 73 Caleb Webb 6'1 240 SR Katy
2 56 Filbert Presley 6'0" 250 SR SLHS
2 70 Pedro Da Silva 6'1 275 JR OTHS
2 54 DJ Nechvatal 6'0" 260 SR SLHS

CENTER (Vote 2-1)
1 78 Dylan Erickson 6'1 255 SR Katy
2 51 Dylan Erwin 6'0 225 SR OTHS

RUNNING BACKS (Vote 6-1)
1 23 Seth Davis 5'9 170 JR Katy
1 3 Santana Scott 5'5 155 JR MRHS
1 2 Michael 5' 10 170 SR Taylor
  Whitaker III
2 5 Barrett Hudson 5'8" 175 SO SLHS
2 21 Caleb Blocker 5'7 160 SO OTHS
2 26 Sam McKnight 6'0" 185 JR CRHS

FULLBACK (Vote 2-1)
1 26 Isaiah Smith 5'11 200 SR Katy
2 32 Michael Amico 5'9" 190 SR SLHS

WIDE RECEIVERS(Vote 6-1)
1 2 Joshua 5'9 150 SR OTHS
  McMillan
1 5 Jordan Kelly 6'1 185 SR MCHS
1 3 Seth Salverino 6'1" 187 JR CRHS
2 9 Antonio Silva 6'0 195 SR Katy
2 4 Nic Anderson 6'4 195 SR Katy
2 19 Noah Abboud 5'10" 160 JR CRHS

QUARTERBACK (Vote 2-1)
1 12 Gavin 6'1" 195 JR CRHS
  Rutherford
2 9 Cole Francis 6'3 185 SR OTHS 
      

TIGHT END (Vote 2-1)
1 88 Chidubem 6'4 225 SR OTHS
  Lebechi
2 85 Landon Ross 6'2" 220 JR SLHS

ALL PURPOSE PLAYER OFFENSE (Vote 2-1)
1 3 Santana Scott 5'5 155 JR MRHS
2 10 Wyatt Young 6'1 180 SO OTHS

PUNTER (Vote 2-1)
1 10 Alei Sabek 5' 8 160 JR Taylor
2 10 Scott Stanford 5'11" 185 SR SLHS

KICKER: (Vote 2-1)
1 23 Keegan 6'3" 190 SR SLHS
  Sneedon
2 39 Axel Robertson 5'11 200 SR Katy

RETURN SPECIALIST(Vote 2-1)
1 2 Joshua 5'9 150 SR OTHS
  McMillan
2 3 Santana Scott 5'5 155 JR MRHS

DEFENSIVE LINEMEN(Vote 10-1)
1 93 Eti-ini Bassey 6' 295 SR OTHS
1 2 Malik Sylla 6'6 220 SR Katy
1 81 Sean Dubose Jr 6'3 230 SR OTHS
1 96 Shashwat Singh 6'5" 240 SR SLHS
1 96 Dylan Bennett 6'0 245 SR Katy
1 94 Jamall Lindsey 5'11 275 JR MRHS
2 92 Cayde 6'2 210 SR Katy
  Robertson
2 90 Ashton Coker 6' 3 270 SO Taylor
2 94 Zach Dycus 6'1" 213 SR CRHS
2 49 Rhett 6'3" 220 SR CRHS
  Rodabaugh

LINEBACKERS(Vote 8-1)
1 32 Bryce Shaink 6'2 225 SR OTHS
1 42 Ty Kana 6'2 210 SR Katy
1 10 Scott Stanford 5'11" 185 SR SLHS
1 33 Kasey Murry 5'10" 190 SR CRHS
2 33 Damian 5'9 180 JR Katy
  Neveaux
2 38 Caden Welsh 5'11 215 SR OTHS
2 7 Alexis Lima 5'9 175 SR MRHS
2 9 Dakyus 6'3" 220 SO SLHS
  Brinkley

SECONDARY (Vote 10-1)
1 4 Fordham Parks 5'10" 171 SR CRHS
1 1 Caleb 5'10 195 JR OTHS
  Komolafe
1 24 Hamilton 5'11 170 SR Katy
  McMartin
1 7 Johnathan Hall 6'2 205 JR Katy
1 6 Arian Parish 5'11 165 JR Katy
2 20 Brady Englett 5'7 155 JR Katy
2 9 Hollis Robinson 6' 1 175 SR Taylor
2 4 Tay'Shawn 5'10 180 JR MCHS
  Wilson
2 22 Bryce Turner 6'0" 180 JR SLHS
2 5 Jackson 5'9" 162 SR CRHS
  Pursley

ALL PURPOSE PLAYER DEFENSE (Vote 2-1)
1 21 Carson 5'11 185 SR Katy
  Marshall
2 3 Cole Binkley 5'9 180 SR OTHS

DISTRICT 19-6A HONORS

SETH DAVIS TY KANA

WYATT YOUNG

GAVIN RUTHERFORD

PHOTOS BY MARK GOODMAN | SPECIAL TO THE KATY TIMES
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drive but were first to point and the Sea-
hawks took advantage of the opportunity, 
driving the field with a mixture of runs and 
passes and scoring on a 32-yard run from 
Rashaad Penny to take the lead. 

The Texans tied things on the next 
drive, putting together a 16-play drive, but 
were forced to settle for a 21-yard field goal 
from Ka’imi Fairbairn. The Texans’ defense 
continued to struggle, as the Seahawks 
went right down the field before the half.  
Russell Wilson threw a 55-yard touchdown 
to Tyler Lockett, but the Texans trimmed 
the lead with no time on the clock with a 
61-yard field goal, going into the locker 
room trailing 16-13.

“Our adjustments have been good,” 
Culley said. “We just haven’t been able to 
execute what those adjustments are. We 
have got to do better at doing that. We’ve 
had that issue all year in second halves." 

Seattle added a field goal early in the 
third quarter, and the Texans' offense 

began to stumble, a problem that has 
plagued the team all year. 

The Texans could not get anything 
going in the half and the Texans' defense 
eventually gave 1-yard touchdown pass 
from Wilson to Gerald Everett midway 
through the fourth quarter. That and a 
two point conversion for Seattle basically 
sealed it. Penny put the cherry on top with 
a 47-yard touchdown run.

With the loss, the Texans drop to 2-11, 
and they will play the Jaguars next Sat-
urday in a battle of teams with two of the 
worst three records in the league.

“It always feels bad to lose,” Culley said. 
“The record is what it is and that’s not very 
good and it’s not what we expected. But 
at this point we are just looking to get the 
next win. I feel like we have a great bunch 
of guys in this locker room that will do 
everything we need to do to get things 
corrected, and that’s on me.”

from page B1
TEXANS

Houston Texans 
running back Rex 

Burkhead (28) 
congratulates tight 

end Brevin Jordan (9) 
after a touchdown 

during the first half of 
an NFL game between 
the Seahawks and the 

Texans on December 
12, 2021 in Houston, 

Texas.
SCOTT W. COLEMAN

BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

JC Dumas and Kole Wilson have 
formed a special connection by 
playing with each other for years.

The quarterback-wide receiver 
duo has been an integral part of 
Paetow’s offense for the past three 
years and are having their best 
years yet as seniors, helping lead 
the team to a Class 5A-Division I 
state title game.

Dumas is having the best year 
of his high school career. He has 
thrown for over 2000 yards and 
28 touchdowns so far to just nine 
interceptions. 

"He’s just a leader and one of 
our undisputed leaders on offense,” 
said Paetow head coach BJ 
Gotte. “He has the ability 
to be calm no matter the 
situation and make any 
type of throw we ask of 
him. He understands that 
no matter what happens he 
can stay in a rhythm and ex-
ecute. He has leadership and 
poise and that’s what we expect 
from him as a three-year starter.”

A big part of Dumas’ confidence 
is the confidence that he has in his 
teammates and in throwing the ball 
to Wilson. Dumas has completed 
42 passes this year to Wilson, who 
has 914 yards on the year and 14 
touchdowns on those completions, 
averaging over 20 yards a catch. 

“Our motto is just to get it up to 
Kole to where he can make a play,” 
Dumas said. “The ball doesn’t have 

to be perfect for him, even if it’s not 
in the spot it’s supposed to be but 
he just makes plays on everything. 
Having playmakers like that even if 
the ball is underthrown or over-
thrown, it’s a great thing to have. 
You don’t have to be perfect with it, 
he always makes me look good.” 

People call Wilson a lightning 
rod — the senior can make plays 
anytime he touches the ball and he 
is more than just a receiver for the 

Panthers. The senior 
has rushed for two 
touchdowns this 

year and also 
returns punts, 

where he has 

accumulated over 500 yards this 
season and three touchdowns, 
averaging 15 yards per punt returns 
this season. In all, Wilson accounts 
for nearly 100 yards per game for 
Paetow. 

“I try to tell those college guys 
every time I see them, this kid can 
play for you,” Gotte said. “He’s just 
such a special talent. He’s a great 
kid, a hard worker and has never 
shied away from any challenge and 
has always responded to anything 
put in front of him. To see him have 
success in the different phases that 
he has had is really cool, I’m really 
happy for him.”

The two have pushed each other 
to be at their best and our some of 
each other's best motivators.

"We know how good we are,” 
Wilson said. “We just keep getting 
better and know each other. We 
just keep pushing and it’s taken us 
to the next level.”

Dumas and Wilson hope to cap 
their season off with a state champi-
onship when they play an undefeat-
ed College Station team at 7 p.m. on 
Friday at AT&T Stadium in Arlington. 
They’re excited for the opportunity 
but know the job isn’t done.

“It’s a really great feeling to 
get this far, especially with how 
things went last year when we 
went out with COVID early on 
and everything,” Wilson said. 
“We’ve been waiting for this and 
preparing for this ever since 
then. All offseason we’ve worked 

to get to this point, now we just 
got one more to go.”

Dumas-Wilson bond helps propel Paetow to state title game

Paetow Panthers senior wide receiver Kole Wilson (11) makes a 35-yard touchdown catch in 
the end zone during a high school football playoff game between Cedar Park and Paetow on 

November 26, 2021 in Waller, Texas.
PHOTOS BY SCOTT W. COLEMAN

“We’ve been waiting for this and preparing 
for this ever since (last year). All offseason 
we’ve worked to get to this point, now we 
just got one more to go.”

—Kole Wilson
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LAKE MANAGEMENT CO. 
IN KATY SEEKING LAKE 

FIELD SERVICE TECHNICIAN. 
OUTSIDE WORK, HANDS-ON 
TRAINING, NO EXPERIENCE 

REQUIRED. BENEFITS
AVAILABLE. GOOD STARTING 

PAY. APPLY IN PERSON
MON-FRI. 9AM TO 3PM

@ 4110 KATY HOCKLEY CUT
OFF RD., KATY, TX 77493,

TEL (281) 391-3688 
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HARRIS-WALLER COUNTIES 
MUNICIPAL UTILITY

DISTRICT NO. 4
NOTICE OF ADOPTION OF 

RULES AND PENALTIES
Notice is hereby given that the Board of Directors of 
Harris-Waller Counties Municipal Utility District No. 4 
(the “District”), at a meeting held on December 2, 2021, 
adopted:

1. Regulations Governing Water and Sanitary Sewer 
Lines and Connections, which provides rules and 
regulations for connection to the District’s sewer 
system; and

2. a Rate Order providing rules and regulations for 
connection to the District’s water, sewer and drainage 
system as well as charges for these services.

Violation of any of the rules contained in the District’s 
Rate Order and Regulations Governing Water and Sanitary 
Sewer Lines and Connections will subject the violator to 
penalties, which includes a fine of up to $5,000 per breach 
and/or day, disconnection of water and sewer service, 
payment of any costs or damages resulting from the 
violation, and civil and criminal legal action.

Copies of the Rate Order and Regulations Governing Water 
and Sanitary Sewer Lines and Connections are on file at 
the principal office of the District, Allen Boone Humphries 
Robinson LLP, 3200 Southwest Freeway, Suite 2600, 
Houston, Texas  77027, where they may be read in full.

 /s/ Rhonda Patterson                    
 President, Board of Directors

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
WALLER COUNTY COMMISSIONERS’ COURT

January 12, 2022 @ 9:00 A.M.
COMMISSIONERS’ COURTROOM,
WALLER COUNTY COURTHOUSE

The Waller County Commissioners’ Court will conduct a 
Public Hearing under the Authority of Chapter 251.152, 
Transportation Code, to consider the establishment of a 
Controlled Intersection and the installation of Stop Signs 
at the following location:

Morton Road at Pitts Road (South within Cane Island) – 
Will become an All Way Stop

All interested persons are encouraged to attend and 
participate in the Public Hearing.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
WALLER COUNTY COMMISSIONERS’ COURT

January 12, 2022 @ 9:00 A.M.
COMMISSIONERS’ COURTROOM,
WALLER COUNTY COURTHOUSE

The Waller County Commissioners’ Court will conduct a 
Public Hearing under the Authority of Chapter 251.152, 
Transportation Code, to consider the establishment of a 
No Thru Truck Zone at the following roads:

Rochen Road - FM 362 to Mathis Road (Pct 3)

All interested persons are encouraged to attend and 
participate in the Public Hearing.

TexSCAN Week of 
Dec. 12-18, 2021

ACREAGE
Hunting/investment/recreational property. Starting 
at $650/acre. Trans Pecos region. Also the Hill Country 
(Edwards, Menard, Coke, Val Verde Counties - 
free ranging exotics), South Texas (Duval County 
- whitetail, hogs). Large or small acreage. 30-year 
fixed rate owner financing, only 5% down. Call 
toll-free or email for individual prices and terms, 
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com, 800-876-9720.

ANIMAL CARE
Happy Jack® LiquiVict® is recognized safe & 
effective against hook & round worms in dogs by the 
USCVM. At Tractor Supply® (www.fleabeacon.com)

EVENTS
Bob’s Baseball Tours – Field of Dreams Tour Aug. 
15-21, 2022: Home games for Chicago (Cubs/White 
Sox), Brewers and Twins. Also a visit to the Field of 
Dreams movie site. Tour begins/ends in Minnesota. 
New York/New England Fall Foliage Tour Sept. 
26-Oct. 2, 2022: Home games for New York (Yankees/
Mets) and Red Sox. Guided Tour of NYC, free time 
in Boston, Trolley Tour in Maine, travel through 
White Mountain National Forest in New Hampshire 
& scenic train ride in Vermont. Tour begins/ends 
in Newark, NJ. Tours include deluxe motor coach 
transportation, additional sightseeing opportunities and 
quality game tickets/hotels. Call for a FREE brochure: 
507-217-1326.

GENERATORS
GENERAC Standby Generators provide backup 
power during utility power outages, so your home and 
family stay safe and comfortable. Prepare now. Free 
7-year extended warranty ($695 value!). Request a free 
quote today! Call for additional terms and conditions. 
1-855-704-8579.

MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

Life Alert. One press of a button sends help FAST, 
24/7! At home and on the go. Mobile Pendant with 
GPS. FREE First Aid Kit (with subscription.) CALL 
844-831-1525. FREE Brochure.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Coverage for 350 plus proce-
dures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount 
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467 
www.dental50plus.com/txpress   #6258

WANTED
BUYING Early Texas Art, www.texaspaintings.com. 
Fine Arts of Texas, Inc., San Antonio, Texas. Call 
210-408-7778. 

Need Extra Cash – I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes 
–Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper 
Pulls. In Any Area, Any Condition – Old/New, Dirty 
or Clean! I PAY CA$H. No Title – No Problem, we 
can apply for one. ANR Enterprises, 956-466-7001. 

FREON WANTED: We pay $$$ for cylinders 
and cans. R12 R500 R11 R113 R114. Convenient. 
Certified Professionals. Call 312-291-9169 or visit 
RefrigerantFinders.com.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
221 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.
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THIS SPACE JUST 
$20.00 per week!

For more information, contact Debbie Prejean
281-391-3141

debbie.prejean@katytimes.com

YOUR AD HERE

DIRECTORYBUSINESS & SERVICE

WINDOW CLEANING

KTX Window Cleaning, LLC

SCHEDULE A FREE ESTIMATE
www.ktxwindowcleaning.com

COPIERS

HOME AND GARDEN

Established 1980, Incorporated 1994
https://JBCopiers.now.site

Sales Leasing Service Copiers & Shredders Etc… since 1980.
C: (281) 235-7008 - Jim Bobo (call / text) EM: cystine1@yahoo.com

• Color and B & W copiers
   by Kyocera
• Color Copiers by Canon
• One year service warranty
   with toner enough for
   20,000 copies.
• OEM Toner! / Authorized Svc.
   Trained / Guaranteed Service.

Why should YOUR
company exhibit?

• Generate Immediate Sales
• Increase Brand Awareness
• Meet Qualified Buyers Face to Face
• Shows are THE Most Cost Effective
  Form of Advertising

Exhibit Space Available!

Learn more at
katyhomeandgardenshow.com

playing football. We’re playing for 
them but it’s more than that too. 
We’re playing for everyone in the 
stands and for the guys who came 
before us.”

The game shifted midway 
through the first quarter. Both 
teams had struggled to move the 
ball and Paetow had only come 
away with a field goal to that point. 

Flour Bluff punted to Kole 
Wilson and it ended up being a 
mistake. 

The senior faked right and 
dipped his shoulder, running up 
the sideline behind blockers and 
getting past the defense for a 57-
yard punt return for a touchdown. 

From there Paetow rolled. Jacob 
Brown rushed for two scores and 
Damyrion Phillips also ran for two 
touchdowns. Paetow was able to 
put backups in midway through 
the third quarter as they cruised to 
the victory.

The win is a testament to the 

culture that has been created in 
the Paetow program, just five years 
into its existence.

“The proof is in the pudding,” 
Webb said. “We’re in our fifth year 
and we’re already in a state cham-
pionship game. A lot of programs 
have been around way longer and 
haven’t gotten this far, it’s just a 
blessing to be a part of this.”

Paetow will face College Station 
in the Class 5A-Division I state 
final. College Station won its state 
semifinal game 25-21 over Mans-
field Summit. 

The game will be played 7 
p.m. Friday at AT&T Stadium in 
Arlington.

“It’s a great feeling,” Dumas 
said. “We started out in the parking 
lot of our junior high in eighth 
grade and it’s crazy to see how far 
we’ve come. All the work, sweat 
and tears we have put in, it’s great 
to see it all pay off. It’s just a testa-
ment to the culture that we’ve built 

here. That we’ve built here. Just 
buying in and seeing the proof. But 
we aren’t done.”

Paetow 73, Flour Bluff 14
Flour Bluff 0 7 0 7    --  14
Paetow 17 35 14  7  --  73 

First quarter
Paetow: Anthony Fuentes 37 

field goal (7:22)
Paetow: Kole Wilson 57 punt 

return (Fuentes kick) 6:17
Paetow: Damyrion Phillips 15 

run (Fuentes kick) 5:14
Second quarter
Paetow: Jacob Brown 5 run 

(Fuentes kick) 11:55
Paetow: Brown 19 run (Fuentes 

kick) 9:19
Flour Bluff: Nash Villegas 6 pass 

to Christopher Giselwhite (Kyler 
Meschi kick) 7:57

Paetow: CJ Dumas 54 pass to 
Kole Wilson (Fuentes kick)

Paetow: Phillips 7 run (Fuentes 
kick) 5:39

Paetow: 47 pass to Wilson 
(Fuentes kick) 1:51

Third quarter
Paetow: Dumas: 6 pass to Jason 

Blue (Fuentes kick)
Paetow: Jamaal Comminie 3 

run (Fuentes kick)
Fourth quarter
Flour Bluff: Villegas 2 run (Mes-

chi kick) 8:52
Paetow: Jalyn Richardson 6 run 

(Brady Wade kick)

 
Team stats

 Flour Bluff  Paetow
First downs 7  19
Yards rushing 16-17  47-338
Yards passing 136  236
Passes 11-32-1-2  11-13-3-0
Punts 7-35  1-35
Fumbles-lost 0-0  1-0
Penalty-yards 5-53  7-50

Individual Statistics
Rushing – Paetow: Damyrion 

Phillips, 9-96-2; Jacob Brown, 
14-51-2; Jalyn Richardson, 7-53-1; 
Yonis Descieux, 3-44; Jamaal Com-
minie, 5-36-1; Bryan Del Cid, 2-23; 
CJ Dumas, 2-10; DJ Johnson, 2-9; 
Kyle Hughes, 1-9; Gene Kendall, 
2-7; Flour Bluff: Nash Villegas, 
9-18; Connor Tyler, 4-0; Johnny 
Dickson, 1-0; Wyatt Elwood, 1-0; 
Isaac McElroy, 1-(-1)

Passing – Paetow: CJ Dumas, 
10-12-216-3-0; KJ Truehill, 1-1-
20-0-0; Flour Bluff: Nash Villegas, 
11-32-136-1-2

Receiving – Paetow: Kole Wil-
son, 5-164-2; Montaye Hill, 1-20; 
Josh Stevenson, 2-19; Bryan Del 
Cid, 1-13; Brandon Shanks, 1-7; 
Jacob Brown, 1-7; Jason Blue, 1-6-
1; Flour Bluff: Wyatt Elwood, 3-47; 
Isaac McElroy, 5-44; Connor Tyler, 
2-32; Christopher Giselwhite, 
2-13-1

from page B1
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'This is what we've been working for'

BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

One. More. Game. 
That’s the motto every player at Paetow is 

uttering this week. 
One more game to prove how good of a 

team you are. One more game to reach the 
ultimate goal. One more game to become the 
first non Katy High team in Katy ISD history 
to bring home a football state championship. 

“It feels amazing, but this isn’t surprising 
for us,” said senior offensive lineman James 
Bailey. “This is what we’ve been working for 
for five years. We have worked for this since 
junior high. It feels great that our hard work 
has led us here, but we aren’t done.”

The Panthers' belief has propelled them 
all season. To a district championship, to the 
furthest playoff appearance in school histo-
ry, to the Class 5A-Division I state champi-
onship game. 

The next, and final step is to take down an 
undefeated College Station team.

“We’ve continued to improve all year and 
we have to do that again this week,” Bailey 
said. “What we did last week is not our best, 
we can always get better and we have to find 
ways to improve.”

The Panthers will find it hard to im-
prove on what they did last week. The team 
dominated Flour Bluff in all facets of the 
game in the state semifinals, and will need 
to continue to do that 7 p.m. Friday at AT&T 
Stadium in Arlington if they want to bring 
home a state championship.

The key for the team will be playing com-
plementary football.

“It’s going to be the difference of whether 
you win or lose,” said Paetow head coach BJ 
Gotte. When you are playing in a game like 
this against an opponent as good as they are 
you have to play complementary football. 
They don’t have any weaknesses, they’re 
very sound in all three phases and we have 
shown to be that as well. We did a really 
good job of being sound in all three phases 
and being sound in all three phases. We’re 
going to need that same effort this week.”

College Station, like Paetow, is in the 
midst of a monstrous season  — they are led 
by an extremely talented running back on 
offense in Marquise Collins. 

The junior is a three star recruit who 
already holds offers from Baylor, Houston 

and Texas Tech. He has rushed for 2,627 
yards and 37 touchdowns this year, averag-
ing over eight yards per carry and going over 
100 yards in all but one of College Station’s 
games so far. Collins has rushed for over 
200 yards and three touchdowns in each of 
College Station's past four games.

“We’re going to have to play great team 
defense,” Gotte said. “Everyone has to do 
their job and fit where they’re supposed to 
and we have to fly to the football and gang 
tackle. “He’s an explosive player and an elite 
running back, one of the best backs in the 

state. We have to do our job and all 11 guys 
have to get to the football.”

But the Cougars' offense is more than 
just Collins. Senior quarterback Jett Huff has 
thrown for 2,943 yards and 42 touchdowns 
to just four interceptions this year and is 
averaging over 196 yards passing per game 
and 13 yards per completion. They also have 
a plethora of weapons at receiver, with five 
different players that have over 200 receiving 
yards on the year. The biggest weapons for 
them are Traylen Suel, who has 81 recep-
tions for 971 yards and 16 touchdowns and 

Dalton Carnes, who has 49 receptions for 
748 yards and 11 touchdowns. 

College Station's defense has been strong 
as well and has given up on average 21 
points this postseason. 

The Cougars may be an imposing team, 
but so is Paetow, and the Panthers are ready 
to get to Friday and show what they can do.

“It gives us confidence, hearing and see-
ing how good they are,” said junior lineback-
er Daymion Sanford. “It gives us energy and 
confidence to go out there and perform on 
the field and prove how good we are too.”

Paetow faces final obstacle in hunt for title

MARK GOODMAN | SPECIAL TO THE KATY TIMES

Paetow's defense stops Hightower's running game during the Class 5A-Division I regional final playoff game between Paetow and F.B. Hightower at Rice Stadium in Houston.
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THERE’S A 
BETTER APPROACH
TO CANCER CARE in West Houston & Katy 

832.522.5522
houstonmethodist.org/cancer-west

At Houston Methodist Cancer Center, we treat every aspect of your 
cancer. Leading oncologists work with our specialists across disciplines 
to minimize cancer’s effects on major organs. One comprehensive 
team — dedicated to your individual care — uses the latest research, 
treatments and technology to stop your cancer. From infusion and 
clinical trials to surgery and reconstruction, our innovative care is 
available in West Houston and Katy.

That’s the difference between practicing medicine and leading it. 

Baytown

Sugar Land
Clear Lake

Texas Medical Center

The Woodlands

West Houston-Katy

Willowbrook

Paetow, Jordan 
will join 6A ranks
BY TYLER TYRE
SPORTS EDITOR

Paetow and Jordan will officially 
join the Class 6A ranks next year after 
the UIL announced its conference 
cutoff numbers on Wednesday.

Every Katy ISD school will be in 
6A next year based off the current 
numbers. District realignment is 
set for Feb. 3 and it is expected that 
Paetow and Jordan will join District 
19-6A and there will continue to be 
an all Katy ISD district.

Seven Lakes topped the enroll-
ment snapshot numbers for Katy 
ISD released in October with 3,591 

students, Cinco Ranch had 3,485 
students and Tompkins had 3,261 
students to round out the three high-
est enrollments in Katy ISD. 

Morton Ranch had the least num-
ber of students, with 2,565. Jordan mul-
tiplied its current enrollment by 1.33 
since the school does not have seniors 
and ended with the number 2,586. 

Katy had the fourth highest 
enrollment in the district with 3,197 
students while Paetow had 3,169 stu-
dents and Taylor had 3,058 students. 
Mayde Creek had the third lowest 
enrollment with 2,586. 

The cutoff for Class 6A was an 
enrollment of 2,225 students. 

SCOTT W. COLEMAN

Paetow Panthers senior offensive lineman Isaiah Villanueva (75) congratulates junior running back Gene Kendall (41) after a touchdown carry 
during a high school football playoff game between Cedar Park and Paetow on November 26, 2021 in Waller, Texas.
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